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November 1st, Special Event Station
150th Anniversary of the Fire Island Lighthouse

a W2GSB/LH Special Event Station!
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The staff of the Fire Island Lighthouse had such a good time with us in Au-
gust, that they have invited us back to be a part of their 150th Anniversary 

celebration on Saturday, November 1st, 2008.  W2HCB, John Melfi , has listed 
this special event with the ARRL for the day.

The club will set up operations in parking fi eld #5 in a tent.
All those wishing to be involved are welcome.

Set up will be at 6 a.m. sharp.  Members who are part of the setup crew for 
the event must be at parking fi eld #5 at 6 a.m.  There will be NO PARKING at 
the lighthouse for this event!  Members not able to take part in set up please 
arrive at 8 a.m.  There will be a shuttle to drive members back-and-forth from 
the lighthouse where there will be a tent set up near the lighthouse with and 

information table and display.  All members are reminded to bring their HT’s 
with them.  For this event we will be operating on our simplex frequency.

For more information check the GSBARC Yahoo group or email W2HCB di-
rectly at W2HCB@arrl.net
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John, K2IZ (k2iz@arrl.net)

Kevin, AB2ZI (ab2zi@arrl.net)

Nets: 
Newsline Report:

Monday 7 PM 146.685/R 
Club Info Net:

Monday 7:30 PM 146.685/R 
DX/Contest Info:

Monday 8 PM 146.685/R 
Swap ‘n Shop Net:

Wednesday 8PM 146.685/R 
10-M Net:

Tuesday 8 PM 28.320 
USB Club Info Net:

Wednesday 10 AM 146.685/R 
Upcoming Events
 Board Meeting:

2nd Thursday 8 PM Nov. 13th, 08 
VE Session:

4th Sunday @ 12 PM next
VE session is Nov. 23rd, at the EOC

Open House:
12–2 PM Every Saturday @ Town 
Hall EOC. September after Labor 

day through June.
All are welcome, bring a friend! 

Repeaters:
2M: 146.685/146.085 PL 110.9 

1-1/2M: 223.860/222.260 PL 110.9
70cm: 440.850/445.850 PL 110.9 

Web Site www.gsbarc.org 
Mirror Site: www.qsl.net/gsbarc 

DX Cluster:
Connect to W2GSB on 145.67 MHz. 
1200 baud packet or follow the telnet 

link on http://www.gsbarc.org

Issue 10Volume 36

Jamboree On The Air (JOTA)
The 51st annual Jamboree on the Air/

The 12th Jamboree on the Internet (JOTA/JOTI)
October 18th, 2008, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., at the Babylon Town Hall EOC.
The JOTA is an annual scouting and amateur radio event sponsored by the 
World Scout Bureau of the World Organization of the Scout Movement.

Thousands of amateur radio stations around the world will participate. Typi-
cal exchanges include such information as name, location (QTH), scout rank, 

hobbies, age, etc.
Stations scheduled to be on the air include: K2BSA/5 at Camp Wisdom in 

Dallas, TX, additional K2BSA stations are K2BSA/0 and K2BSA/1. Station 
HB95, the World Scout Bureau headquarters in Switzerland and GB2GP at 

Gilwell Park in England will also be on the air.
If any members know of any neighbors or relatives who are scouts please en-

courage their participation (boy scouts, girl scouts, etc.)
Call Scouter Tony Wevers N2JZW @ 631-422-6310 for more information.  

JOTA Web site is www.scout.org/jota/
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GREAT SOUTH BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB
AGENDA OF THE EXECTIVE BOARD MEETING
Location: Babylon Town Hall EOC Lindenhurst, NY
Date: Thursday October 9, 2008

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:
President Walter Wenzel, KA2RGI
Secretary Patti-Lynn Wandell, KC2AUX
Director 2008 Jon Gittens, KA2YMQ
Director 2008 Tom Favilla, N2MIG
Director 2009 Frank Cannata, K2LI

BOARD MEMBERS NOT PRESENT: 
Vice President Bob Myers, K2TV
Treasurer Don Rollock, W2EUL 
Director 2008       Jay Eichner, N2PIK

CLUB MEMBERS PRESENT:
KB2TCH, W2JGH, AB2ZI, W2HCB,  N2IMF, K2IZ, WB2COO, Kelisa
The amount of Executive Board member’s present met requirement for 
a Quorum to conduct club business.
Meeting called to order by Walter, KA2RGI at 8:00 PM.

SECRETARY’S REPORT:  – PattieLynn Wandell, KC2AUX
Nothing to report

CORRESPONDENCE – 
PO BOX: nothing

OUTGOING: nothing

TREASURER’S REPORT:  – Don, W2EUL
Nothing reported
For details of the report see Don, W2EUL the Treasurer.

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

APPAREL: –John, W2HCB
Club patches will be ordered.  Anyone wishing to place an order for 
any club apparel can email his or her requests to John at : W2HCB 
@yahoo.com

Sorry to say no more orders can be taken for the Special event ap-
parel.  The deadline was the board meeting Thursday night   If you 
have not paid for your order please make sure you have the money at 
the TOBARES Hamfest,. you may get your stuff there. Please make 
checks payable to the Parent Shop.
 Thanks to Phil at the Parent Shop for giving us a great deal.

CLUB STATION & EQUIPMENT: – Walter, KA2RGI
Club stations are working.
 
DX CLUSTER – W2GSB 145.670:  – Walter, KA2RGI 
Not working at present. New version of software needs to be installed 
along with a video card and a hard drive. 

EDUCATION: – Walter, KA2RGI  John, W2JGH and Kevin, AB2ZI
TECH CLASS: Started on September 16th 2008
GENERAL CLASS: Will start in January 2009
EXTRA CLASS: Will start in April 2009
Classes are held on Tuesdays at 7:30 PM at Town Hall EOC.
Convert an FM Yagi into a 2-meter beam:
This is a club project is now taking place  during open  house on 
Saturday’s.  Antennas have been purchased and more are available. 
Anyone interested Contact Kevin AB2ZI. 

LIBRARY: – Alan, N2CRV
Please remember to sign out publications you borrow.
Sign out book is on top shelf of tan cabinet.

\NETS:  

BACKUP NCS NEEDED FOR ALL NETS
Newsline Report: 7:00 PM Monday – Matt, KC2SJZ, 
Nothing new reported

2 Meter Net: 7:30 PM Monday - NCS - Don, W2EUL 
Nothing new reported.

DX & Contest Report: Bob, K2TV @ 8:00 PM Monday
For up to the minute info, please check the W2GSB DX Cluster.  If 
anyone enters any contest please enter the club as GSBARC so we 
can get credit.  

TOBARES Net: Monday at 8:15PM
NCS as per the schedule  http://www.tobares.org/TOBARESnetsched.
html
Swap-N-Shop: 8:00 PM Wednesday - NCS – W2HCB

Swap-N-Shop: Thursday at 10:15 AM – NCS- Jay, N2PIK
Jay reported that the net is suspended until September
And will then be held on Thursday mornings

Morning 2 Meter Net:  NCS - Jay, N2PIK
Thursday at 10:00 AM
Nothing new to report

Ten Meter Net: 8:00 PM Tuesday - NCS - Brian, N2NGE
Check in promptly at 8PM to fi nd out if the net will be changing 
frequency.
   
NEWSLETTER – COMPASS: – Bob, K2TV, John, K2IZ, and Kevin, 
AB2ZI
The secretary requested that the staff of the compass not omit this 
from the newsletter.  Respectfully submitted by:  KC2AUX, PattieLynn 
SECRETARY For GSBARC
NOTE: Deadline to submit material for the Compass is the Saturday 
after the Board Meeting.

REPEATERS: W2GSB Trustee – Walter, KA2RGI
                                      Chairman - Bill, W2ANQ 
146.685:  Still waiting for the work crew to go up on the 
tower.

223.860:   on the air at  Walter’s house 

440.850:  working 

VE SESSION: ARRL Liaison & Contact - Walter, KA2RGI
Back up ARRL Liaison is needed!!
The next VE exam will be on Sunday, September 28, 2008 @ 12 Noon  
@  TOB EOC 

      SPECIAL COMMITTEES:

Antenna Committee: Chairperson –Jon, N2YMQ
John some volunteers to help with several requests.
Contact Jon, N2YMQ via his email: jon_gittens@hotmail.com 
 
Technical Committee: – Bob, K2TV, and Danny, WB2COO
Status quoi .

Election Committee: – Chairperson Don, W2EUL

Websites: – Walter, KA2RGI
Back online

Health And Welfare: – PattieLynn Wandell, KC2AUX
nothing reported.
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New York Telephone I went to school and passed the test for the First 
Class FCC Radiotelephone license. The First Class license got me 
into a department where there were a lot of amateur operators; when 
they found out that I already knew the code they encouraged me to go 
for my amateur license.

What I’m getting at is that I taught myself the code. I wanted to 
learn it for an event the Boy Scouts were having. I was fortunate to 
have K2LUG (SK) in my neighborhood who had taught the Radio 
Merit Badge for our troop. This interest helped me achieve my rank 
in the Navy and, even though I was required to learn code I had a 
head start on it. I took it upon myself to keep in practice after I left the 
Azores. The Navy still had code circuits and the requirement of code 
profi ciency for promotion but they relied more on other forms of com-
munications. It was only when the other forms failed, or we operated 
with NATO ships, that they had to drop back and rely on code. The 
FCC and other governing bodies have dropped the requirements for 
code; I don’t believe it signals the end of Amateur Radio but rather the 
start of a new chapter for our hobby. People can now get their licenses 
and, if they fi nd code interesting, they can learn at their own pace.

John Smale, K2IZ, was fi rst licensed as WB2CHY in 1971 and 
upgraded to Extra class and K2IZ in 1977. He graduated from Ruth-
erford B. Hayes High School in Delaware, Ohio and enlisted in the 
Navy in August 1965. John left the Navy in 1968 and started working 
at Western Electric Company. He later moved to New York Telephone 
Company in 1970 where he continues to work as a fi eld technician 
doing installation and repair of computers and networks. John married 
in 1970 and has two boys, two girls and fi ve grandchildren. To his 
dismay none have gotten involved in ham radio -- yet! He spent 10 
years as Section Communications Manager/Section Manager for the 
New York City-Long Island section.  

[Thanks to the ARRL website for permission to use this article in 
the Compass. Copyright ARRL.]   

Continued from page 5Open House:  – Don, W2EUL, and Walter, KA2RGI
Is held weekly from the 2nd Sat. in Sept. thru the 2nd Sat. in July..

ARES/RACES: EC/RO - Walter, KA2RGI
Meets 3rd Thurs. of the month at  EOC. 
TOBARES Net every Monday at 8:15PM 

Upcoming Public Service Events:

          SPECIAL EVENTS:

Boy Scouts Jamboree on the Air Weekend @ TOB EOC on October 
18th contact information can be found at
http://www.tobares.org/events.html

Fire Island lighthouse 150th year celebration: November 1st 2008
Setup at 6am sharp. Setup crew for the event must be at parking fi eld 
5 @ 5:45am
Contact W2HCB@arrl.net for additional info

Hamfest: Coordinators– John, W2HCB, and Jay, N2PIK
Saturday May 9TH 2009 Fireman’s Memorial Park, Lindenhurst, NY 
The board voted to change the date of this Hamfest to May 9th due to 
confl icts that have arisen by another Hamfest being held on the same 
day.
  
Air Power Museum: 
Coordinators – Bud, WA2QAV; Bob, K2TV; and  Jay, N2PIK 
 
Field Day: Coordinators; John, W2HCB, Don, W2EUL, and Adam, 
KB2TCH
Event Date: Last weekend in June of 2009
Location: Babylon Town Hall - East Lawn. 
Setup @ 7 am
Airtime @ 2pm . 

International Lighthouse/Lightship Weekend  
Fire Island Lighthouse – August  2009
Contact W2HCB@arrl.net for additional info

Club Picnic: Coordinator – needed
Event Date: Saturday following Lighthouse weekend 11 AM – 5 PM 
Location: Babylon Town Hall - East Lawn.

End of the Year Party: Coordinator – Walter, KA2RGI

Guest Speakers & Programs: – Bob, K2TV
Mtg.   Speaker  Topic
 Oct.  --------  1st round of nominations
Nov.  -------- 2nd round of nominations/elections
 
OLD BUSINESS:
Nothing reported

NEW BUSINESS:
Nothing reported

Meeting closed by Walter, KA2RGI @ 8:48

Respectfully submitted by: 
 KC2AUX, PattieLynn 
SECRETARY For GSBARC
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Vietnam Era Radioman
By John Smale, K2IZ

I’ve seen a few articles about the WWII 
era radiomen, and I agree that in some way 
we should keep recording their history. 
I fi nd these articles quite interesting for 
both personal and military history. I was 
a Vietnam era radioman in the Navy, and 
radiomen of this era are now either in or 
getting into our 60s. So I’d like to add to 
the recorded history.

All the recent changes in the require-
ments for Amateur Radio brought a few 
memory cells back to life of a time when 
I went through Navy radio school back in 
1966.

I enlisted in the Navy in August of 1965. 
At that time the “confl ict” in Vietnam was 
starting to “crank” up. I was 17 and just 
graduated from high school; college wasn’t 
really in my plans but looking for a job 
was. I lived in Delaware, Ohio at the time 
and even though it was the county seat 
it was still a fairly small town, not like 
the big cities where jobs were plentiful. I 
would apply for a job and one of the fi rst 
questions they would ask me was “how 
old are you?” and “are you still in high 
school?” It became rather obvious that they 
didn’t want to hire me and then, 6 months 
later when I got drafted, hire someone else, 
so I decided that rather than wait for my 
“Greetings” letter I would talk with the 
Navy recruiter.

I have heard many stories of armed 
forces recruiters who would promise you 
anything just as long as you signed on the 
dotted line. I have to say that the recruiter 
I spoke with, Chief Teeple, was an honest 
man. He told me I should sign up for the 
“High School Seaman Recruit” program, 
which basically guaranteed me any class 
“A” school that I qualifi ed for. I enlisted 
on August 24, 1965 and left for boot camp 
at the Naval Training Command (NTC) 
in Great Lakes, Illinois. Among the many 
tests the fi rst week was the code test. They 
sent the letters “I, N, T” at different speeds 
and, since I had already learned the code 
in the Boy Scouts, I did quite well. The 
second week of boot camp we fi lled out our 
“dream sheets” as to what we wanted to do 
for our time in the Navy. My fi rst choice 
was radioman and that’s what I got.

Back to School
Radioman “A” school was at US Naval 

Training Command (USNTC), Bainbridge 
Maryland, the base had been built during 
the 40s, the usual stories of how it was only 
supposed to be a “temp” base but here it 
was, still going in the mid 60s, the build-
ings were hot in the summer and cold in 

the winter, a building inspector’s nightmare 
and cockroach city.

Radioman “A” school was 24 weeks 
long; classes consisted of code practice and 
electronic theory. First we had to learn how 
to type. The fi rst day of class I sat down 
at the typewriter and noticed the telegraph 
key was on the right side. I mentioned to 
the Chief, who was our instructor, that I 
was left handed and he said “you will never 
fi nd a setup in the military with the key on 
the left side; learn to use your right hand!” 
To this day I use my right hand for sending 
and using the mouse on my computer.

We were taught to type on the “mill,” a 
typewriter with all upper case letters (as 
we know, there is no shift in CW). After 
the fi rst week of learning to type we started 
learning to type the Morse code that we 
heard. We were required to copy and send 
18 wpm in order to graduate from the 
school. It was a real struggle for some; they 
hated code!

For me the electronics theory was new. 
The fi rst course was DC Theory followed 
by AC Theory. I admit that I wasn’t the 
most “motivated” student. My study and 
learning habits up to this time were not that 
great. After failing two fi nals in a row my 
section Chief called me into his offi ce. I 
received a very motivational talking to. He 
pointed out that I was doing very well in 
code but if I failed one more test I would 
fl unk out. He went on to say that anyone 
failing school was sent out to become an 
“artist.” The Navy was taking ships out 
of mothballs and needed people to paint 
them. He “suggested” that he hold on to my 
liberty card for a while and that I should 
“consider” going to the Saturday extra help 
classes. It’s simply amazing what a few 
well spoken words can do for someone. I 
passed every test after that and discovered I 
had an interest in radio and electronics.

Quick Fix
One interesting experience that I had 

was when learning about transmitters and 
troubleshooting. They had these huge, 
WWII era transmitters to train on. You had 
to use a frequency meter to set the trans-
mit frequency and tune them up. These 
transmitters and the URC-32s transmitter-
receivers gave us a quick few minutes of 
exercise in that we had to squat down and 
start at the bottom and work our way up. 
Depending on your troubleshooting ability, 
you usually ended up doing at least three or 
four deep knee bends!

For the troubleshooting portion the 
instructor had removed the lead from the 
plate of one of the fi nal tubes. He told me 
to analyze the trouble, show him how to 
fi x it and then tune-up the transmitter on 

a certain frequency. I was able to tune-
up the transmitter with no problems and 
after I was done the instructor opened the 
transmitter and found that the stranded wire 
had been in position for so long it simply 
sprang back and was touching the top of 
the tube!

As I mentioned, the school was 24 weeks 
long. Twenty-two out of the 24 weeks were 
devoted to code, sending and receiving. 
The last 2 weeks covered teletype (TTY) 
procedures. In looking back I wonder why 
it wasn’t the other way around. When we 
graduated and went out to the fl eet radio-
teletype (RTTY) was the most often used 
form of communications!

In talking with other radiomen it seems 
that on large ships and shore installations 
all they did was RTTY. Code was rarely 
used and, if it was needed, it was usually 
the more senior radiomen that operated 
those radio frequencies (circuits). The only 
time you had to demonstrate profi ciency 
with code was the sending and receiving 
test for Radioman Third Class and above. If 
I remember correctly, Radioman Third was 
20 wpm; the rest of the test was electronic 
theory and procedures.

Assignment -- Azores
My orders came through and I was as-

signed to NAF (Naval Air Facility) Lajes 
Field, Azores. “Naval Air”! I thought I would 
never use CW again -- yeah, right.

Take a look on the map. The Azores are 
right in the middle of nowhere in the Atlantic 
and, this was still in the ‘60s so there were 
quite a number of ships still at sea. Our typi-
cal 8 hour watch consisted of sending and 
receiving the normal, everyday, messages 
for the facility, on teletype, typing them up 
for distribution to the proper departments 
and monitoring different circuits, both CW 
and voice. The voice circuits were used for 
communicating with the Antisubmarine 
Warfare (ASW) patrol planes (P2s and P3s 
and Canadians) and the Hurricane Hunters 
(C121s). I have to say it took some doing to 
copy the messages from the Hurricane Hunt-
ers during the summer with all the lightning 
static crashes on SSB. The band we used was 
between the 40 and 30 meter amateur bands. 
I will admit that when things got really bad 
the aircraft radio operators would switch over 
to CW but this, from what I heard, was done 
rather reluctantly.

The other thing we did was to maintain 
“guard” on 500 kHz relaying “OBS” (weath-
er) and “AMVER” (Automated Merchant 
Vessel Reporting System) messages; the latter 
going to the Coast Guard in NYC. AMVER 
was a Coast Guard system that plotted the 
location of ships at sea; if there was an emer-
gency they could get a list of ships in the area 
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including those who had a doctor onboard, if 
needed.

Most of the ships only had one radio 
operator. They stood one watch a day and at 
the end of their watch they would send the 
Coast Guard their last position report. Every 
evening at about 1800 local time it got really 
busy on 500 kHz. One ship would call and 
we would move off 500 kHz to pass traffi c; 
that’s when the pileup began. We would write 
down the call signs and tell them QRY (Your 
turn is:) 2, 3 and so on down the list. There 
were times when I would get done, an hour 
later, and my QRY list would look like the 
roll call for the United Nations! American, 
British, Italian, Spanish, Russian, Panamani-
an, Israeli, Liberian and whoever else was out 
there. We did this all with a straight key; the 
Chief Radioman wouldn’t let us use the bug 
(semiautomatic key) unless we were qualifi ed 
to use it.

I spent 18 months in the Azores. When 
I left in November 1967 I was a Radioman 
Third Class and was qualifi ed in all aspects 
of the Radioman rating: watch supervisor, 
crypto, code and a lot more. The only thing I 
hadn’t done was set up transmitters.

Back in the Navy
My next assignment was quite a culture 

shock -- USS Norris (DD-859), I went from 
an Air Force base with two guys in a room, 
closets and dressers, house boys to clean up, 
to a WWII era, Gearing class destroyer that 
was older than I was! Welcome back to the 
real Navy, kid!

There were probably 12 of us in Radio 
(radio room) but that soon changed. I went 
onboard the ship when it was still in the Bos-
ton Navy yard. The ship had been there for 6 
months or so, undergoing Fleet Rehabilitation 
and Modernization (FRAM) II modifi ca-
tions. It was just my luck that the ship was 
coming out of the yard, which meant the 
ship had to go to “Gitmo” Cuba; they called 
it “boot camp” for the ship. The leading 
radioman (RM1) reviewed my qualifi cations 
and since I had 18 months of experience, he 
put me in Emergency Radio as my general 
quarters assignment. Guantanamo Bay was 
chaos, constant drills to get the ship ready 
for combat. To sum it up, the last day they 
called away general quarters. I had to moni-
tor a CW frequency as did Radio Central. 
In the space of a few minutes we lost lights 
and had the word passed, via sound powered 
phones, that Radio Central had been knocked 
out and NAVCOMSTA GITMO comes up 
on frequency with a “fl ash” priority message 
for us. I’m sitting at a small desk, no lights, 
copying a fi ve letter code group message. The 
other radioman is standing behind me holding 
a battle lantern so I could see the keyboard 
and he could read the code book to decode 

the message. The Messenger of the Watch is 
relaying the message over the sound pow-
ered phones to the Operations Offi cer on the 
bridge. We did get an “outstanding” mark for 
Emergency Radio.

We went back to Newport, Rhode Island 
and prepared for a “Med” (Mediterranean) 
cruise in the spring of 1968. We only used 
was RTTY and voice so, just to keep my 
speed up, I would copy fl eet and press 
broadcasts. I was probably the only one who 
did; the only time everyone else would do it 
was when it was time for the next promotion 
exam.

QSLF
We lost a few radiomen before we de-

ployed on the 7 month “Med” cruise. They 
had reached the end of their enlistment and 
none of them had “shipped” over. It took us 
almost 2 weeks to cross the Atlantic. We were 
operating with an aircraft carrier and those 
things never sail in a straight line. The carrier 
was always turning into the wind to launch 
and recover aircraft, and wherever they went 
we had to follow. I do remember I was on the 
4 to midnight watch when we went through 
the Straits of Gibraltar, we were having seri-
ous problems transmitting anything on RTTY; 
a piece of critical equipment had gone bad. 
I had gotten off watch at midnight but I was 
awakened at about 2:00 in the morning by 
one of the guys on watch. “The radio offi cer 
wants you up in Radio now. We tried sending 
traffi c on CW but none of us have done CW 
for quite a while and AOK (NAVCOMSTA 
Rota, Spain) just sent ‘ZES-2’.”

I don’t care what publication you read, 
the ZES-2 signal means “put a qualifi ed CW 
operator on the circuit.” In other words, the 
operator at AOK had just told our operator, 
and everyone else that was listening on fre-
quency, that it sounded like he was using his 
left foot to send (QSLF) and, unless we put 
someone on that seemed to know what they 
were doing, the operators at AOK were not 
going to accept any traffi c from us!

For a Navy ship, especially a combatant, to 
be unable to send or receive messages is not a 
good thing. It makes a lot of people look bad, 
starting with the captain and, when the cap-
tain looks bad he tends to seek out what made 
him look bad and you would be surprised just 
how creative most ship captains can be when 
it comes to fi xing things that make them look 
bad.

I would say I spent several hours sending 
and receiving traffi c. Again I couldn’t use a 
bug, just a straight key. Those reading this 
that have served on destroyers know just 
how they tend to “move” around, to say the 
least, those handles on the front of the R390 
receiver were not there just for the techs to be 
able to lift them out of the rack!

Things got worse about a month after we 
arrived in the “Med.” We lost almost half of 
the radio gang. Again nobody “shipped over.” 
we were down to seven guys and the lead-
ing radioman had to split us into two watch 
sections, “Port and Starboard” 8 hours on, 
8 hours off and on a “Tin Can” 8 off did not 
mean you slept! I was in one watch section 
and the leading radioman was in the other be-
cause we were doing NATO operations with 
ships from other countries, the only thing we 
had in common for communications was, you 
guessed it, CW. Someone always had to be 
monitoring that circuit and the two of us were 
the only ones who could do it. Yes, the others 
could sit in and relieve us for a few minutes 
but for the actual sending and receiving we 
were it.

Black Sea Operations
Another adventure we had was when we 

went alongside the USS Everglades (AD-24) 
for a few days. We would be leaving after 
that for a week’s operation in the Black Sea; 
the communication offi cer wanted all the 
teletype printers checked out because we 
had lost our only TTY repairman. I can still 
hear the Chief in the TTY repair shop on the 
Everglades: “Don’t worry; we’ll take good 
care of you!”

It was interesting going into the Black 
Sea, through the Dardanelles and then going 
through the Bosporus at sunrise. You are 
looking at the Asian continent on the star-
board side and the European on the port side. 
Everything was going fi ne until the next day 
when all the teletypes started failing.

We were operating with the USS Charles 
P. Cecil (DD-835) and in the middle of the 
Black Sea we had to “high line” over their 
TTY repairman. He took a quick look around 
and found out that the TTY guy had taken all 
the tools and spare parts when he left!

He stayed with us for a week rebuilding 
the printers, all the while cursing out the TTY 
repair people on the Everglades; he later told 
me that when he got back to the Cecil he told 
the Captain “next time you want to punish 
someone at Captains Mast, send them to 
the Norris for a week without cigarettes and 
clean clothes!”

In the meantime, you guessed it, we had to 
send and receive on CW until we got at least 
one of the printers back up!

We returned from the “Med” in October 
of ‘68 and I decided that a Navy career was 
not for me so, the day before Thanksgiving 
I left the Navy and started out on a 38+ year 
career with the telephone company. I started 
working for Western Electric, then New York 
Telephone, NYNEX, Bell Atlantic and now 
VERIZON. In between Western Electric and 

Continued on page 3



SATURDAY, MAY 9, 2009   8:30AM - 1 PM
Great South Bay Amateur Radio Club

HAMFEST
*** New Date & Location ***

FIREMAN’S MEMORIAL PARK, end of Hartford St., Lindenhurst, LI, NY 11757
Amateur Radio Equipment
Computers & Accessories
Ham Equipment Dealers
ARRL & Club Information 

ARRL VE Session at 12 Noon

CB Equipment
Electronic Components 

Tune-up Clinic
Books & Technical Manuals
ARES & RACES Information

GENERAL ADMISSION: $6.00
Spouses and Children under 12 FREE

DOORS OPEN FOR VENDORS AT 7:00 AM EST 

DOORS OPEN FOR BUYERS AT 9:00 AM EST

For Vendor Information Contact:
John Melfi  W2HCB

P.O. Box 1356 
West Babylon, NY 11704-0356

(631) 669-6321 until 9PM 
Email: W2HCB@arrl.net

Web Site: www.gsbarc.org

GENERAL ADMISSION DISCOUNT COUPON – SAVE $1.00
This coupon must be completed for discount.  Please print so it can read by others, Thank you. 

     
           Name: ______________________________  Call: _____________ 

        Address:  ______________________________________________ 

        City:  ________________________  State: ____ Zip:  __________  

        Phone:  ____________________ Fax: _______________________ 
  
        EMail: ________________________________________________ 
  Photocopies are acceptable!  
 
 04/2009-Flyer

Advanced Table Registration:   Tables can not be reserved without advanced registration and payment.
 

Each table admits one (1) person, additional persons $6.00 each.
Indoor Tables are $20.00 each with advanced payment and reservation. Day of the Hamfest Indoor Tables are $25.00 each! 

If you bring your own table(s) (8’ x 2’) you will save $5.00 per space.
Electric is available at all Indoor locations, so bring your power cords, we will not be able to supply power cords.

There is limited outdoor spaces available with no electric.

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO:  GREAT SOUTH BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB or GSBARC.  
MAIL TO:  GREAT SOUTH BAY AMATEUR RADIO CLUB,  P.O. Box 1356, West Babylon, NY 11704-0356

       Name: ____________________________________________ Tables Required: ____________ Amount Enclosed: _____________ 

       Address: ___________________________________________ City__________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________ 

       Telephone: _______________________ Fax: _____________________  Email: _________________________________________ 

Vendors are responsible for collection of NY State Taxes                           04/2009-Flyer



DIRECTIONS TO THE HAMFEST:
LIE (495) WEST From NYC & points West:
Take Exit 49S follow Service Rd. to Pinelawn Rd. (3rd main road) make right turn (South).  * Continue for about 6 miles.  Pinelawn Rd. will 
change its name to Wellwood Ave. by the cemeteries just before the Southern State Parkway.  ** Continue south on Wellwood Ave cross over 
Sunrise Hwy.  ***Continue south, look for Hartford Street a few blocks south of double set of traffi c lights, on the left side.  There are red signs on 
corner to direct people to Fireman’s Park.  Follow Hartford Street one block to stop sign.  Make a left turn into Fireman’s Memorial Park.  Take 
right fork to Pavilion and parking fi eld.
LIE (495) EAST - Montauk Point & points East:
Take Exit 49S follow Service Rd. to Pinelawn Rd. make left turn (South).  Follow directions from above at *.
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Southern State Parkway WEST From NYC & points West:
Take SS east to Exit 35.  At traffi c light make a left (South).  Follow directions from above at **.
Southern State Parkway EAST From Montauk Point & points East via :
Take SS east to Exit 35.  At traffi c light make a left (South).  Follow directions from above at **.
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sunrise Hwy. (Rte. 27) From NYC & points West:
Take Sunrise Hwy. east to Wellwood Ave. (South).  Follow directions from above at ***.
Sunrise Hwy. (Rte. 27) From Montauk Point & points East:
Take Sunrise Hwy. west to Wellwood Ave. (South).  Follow directions from above at ***.
 ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Montauk Hwy. (Merrick Rd., Rte. 27A) From NYC & points West:
Take Merrick Rd. east to Wellwood Ave. (North).  ****Go through Lindenhurst Village, under Long Island Railroad, past John Street to Hartford 
Street. There are red signs on corner to direct people to Fireman’s Park.  Follow Hartford Street one block to stop sign.  Make a left turn into 
Fireman’s Park.  Take right fork to Pavilion and parking fi eld.
Montauk Hwy. (Merrick Rd., Rte. 27A) From Montauk Point & points East:
Take Merrick Rd. west to Wellwood Ave. (North).  Follow directions from above at ****.
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Great South Bay Amateur Radio Club
P.O. BOX 1356
West Babylon, NY 11704-0356
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